CHURCH AND SCHOOL              215

rooms, and the teachers, ignorant, fanatical, without
self-poise, proceeded to make all possible mischief. It is
irrational, cruel, to hold the negro, under such strange
conditions, responsible for all the ill consequences of bad
education, unwise teachers, reconstruction villanies, and
partisan schemes.x

Education was to be looked upon as a handmaid
to a thorough reconstruction, and its general char-
acter and aim were determined by the Northern
teachers. Each convention framed a more or less
complicated school system and undertook to pro-
vide for its support. The negroes in the conven-
tions were anxious for free schools; the conser-
vatives were willing; but the carpetbaggers and
a few mulatto leaders insisted in several States
upon mixed schools. Only in Louisiana and South
Carolina did the constitutions actually forbid sep-
arate schools; in Mississippi, Florida, Alabama,
and Arkansas the question was left open, to the em-
barrassment of the whites. Generally the blacks
showed no desire for mixed schools unless urged
to it by the carpetbaggers. In the South Caro-
lina convention a mulatto thus argued in favor
of mixed schools: "'The gentleman from New-
berry said he was afraid we were taking a wrong

1 Quoted in Proceedings of the Montgomery Conference on Race
Problems (1900), p. 128.